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when Roman legions were still quartered there, they at first came not as settlers but merely as raiders in search of booty.
Two landings in England, one in Ireland, and one, more venturesome still, so far away as the coast of Aquitaine, made up their record in the last decade of the eighth century. An obstinate rebel against Charles the Great from Saxony, Witikind, more than once took refuge with the Danes of Jutland, and doubtless inspired them with that fear of the great king of the Franks which caused one of their kings, Gottfried, to construct a defensive earthwork right across the peninsula. With this security against attack from Saxon territory completed, he began to make attacks by sea upon his mighty neighbor. When Charles sent armies against the raiders they retreated to their ships. Then Charles began to build fleets on the Channel, and Gottfried's successor made peace with the Franks.
For some years to come quarrels amongst themselves restricted the activity of the Danes. There were only isolated raids. One of their kings, Harald, was well inclined to Christianity, and was baptized. But in 835, after they had been for some time rid of Harald, and had indulged in some casual raids, the struggle between the Emperor Louis and his sons tempted them to a raid on a large scale. They sacked two Frisian cities; next year they burned the recently built Antwerp, and in 837 their ships sailed some way up the Rhine. Incidentally they visited England twice, and met with a sharp repulse at the hands of King Egbert. When Lothair and his brothers were on the eve of the great fight at Fontenoy, the Danes rowed up the Seine as far as Rouen, which they sacked.
From this time the attack was continued with increasing severity* The Norse vikings began not only to raid Ireland, but to settle there; before long they had established fortified quarters at half a dozen points on the Irish coast. Year after year they harried the English coast, though in 851 they suffered a severe defeat at Aclea. Either in that year or in 855 they remained for the first time in winter quarters, in Thanet, or else in Sheppey,
But the Frisian and Neustrian coasts were still attracting their most serious attention. Rurik the Dane got the island of Walcheren ceded to him as a fief by the Emperor Lothair. In 843 a party of Danes wintered in the mouth of the Loire, In 845 they came up the Seine to Paris, and extorted a heavy ransom from Charles the Bald* In 847 they sacked Bordeaux, and a year or two later again entered that city, which they held for several years. In 850 and 851 they came up the Seine again, and harried all Flanders. In 852 Charles the Bold got together a large army, and blockaded them in their camp on, the Seine; but even then he bought them off and let them go, and a year later they were harrying- the valley on the Loire right up to Orleans, In 857 Charles again succeeded in blockading a great in-